"[RAILS

ON THE
BENACANTIL

MOUNT BENACANTIL is one of the most
emblematic green areas in the municipality
of Alicante. Here we can find flora and fauna

elements which are worth knowing and

conserving.

The Santa Barbara Castle, built during the 8th
and 9th centuries, and modified throughout the
history of the city, interrelating and influencing

its development, stands out in this area.

The zone of the hill that has been chosen to
develop all the different routes is the north-
northeast slope as it is the most accessible and
most interesting area from an environmental
point of view.

All the routes set off from the same point:
the Environmental Education Centre (CEA) on
Mount Benacantil, and all of them show the
most important features of the area through
which they pass, with the most complete being
ltinerary 1 or Red.
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Cistern
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Ruins of the Hermitage of
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Dungeons. ‘Mine Explosion’.
MUSA

Corps of Engineers. Visitor
Reception Centre (CERV).
MUSA

Hospital. ‘Alicante transfixed
by the Mediterranean’. MUSA

Long Room. ‘Stories and
People’. MUSA

Medieval Kasbah

Governor's House

Macho del Castillo

Blacksmith’s Gate

@ Adapted restrooms
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The majestic Santa Barbara Castlea
has witnessed some memorable film
productions. Its first great moment in
the cinema was with Count Dracula
(1970), directed by Jes(s Franco, a master
of Spanish horror, which was a faithful
adaptation of Bram Stoker's work and
starred Christopher Lee in the title role.
The castle became a key setting for Gothic
cinema. The access slope to the castle
played host to the most shocking scene:
the death of the mythical vampire. There,
Dracula’s coffin is opened, his body burns
under the sun and ends up being thrown
from the walls in a spectacular shot that
has gone down in the history of the genre.
In addition, scenes were also shot in the
Quijano Pantheon, adding an extra touch
of gloom to the film.

La dama boba (2006), based on Lope de
Vega's comedy, takes us back to the 17th
century with a story of love, wit and social
challenges. Silvia Abascal and Macarena
Gomez bring to life Finea and Nise, two
sisters stuck between the demands of
a patriarchal society and their personal
desires, while José Coronado brings his
iconic appearance to the crew.

Santa Barbara Castle was one of the
main settings for this film, evoking the
atmosphere of Baroque Spain with its
historic architecture. Together with the
old Tobacco Factory and the film studios

of the City of Light, the filming turned
Alicante into a vibrant reflection of the
Golden Age.

Asterix at the Olympic Games (2008),
one of the most spectacular and
comical instalments of the French
saga, brought its mix of adventure
and humour to Santa Barbara Castle.
Featuring stars such as Gérard
Depardieu and Alain Delon, the
movie takes viewers back to ancient
Greece, where Asterix, Obelix and
Alaffolix face off against Brutus in an
epic Olympic competition.

The Castle turned into Athens during the
triumphal entrance of Brutus and his
Roman legion, a memorable scene filmed
on the stunning slope and gate of the
Revellin del Bon Repos. In addition, the
Parc des Enginyers Militaires served as the
backdrop for the comical training scenes
of the athletes in this film production shot
in the City of Light's film studios.

Road to Bethlehem (2023), directed
by Adam Anders, offers a fresh and
emotional take on the birth of Jesus,
combining Christmas classics with
original pop songs. This American
musical follows Mary and Joseph on
their epic journey, full of challenges and
moments that reflect the strength of
their faith and love.

The legendary Antonio Banderas plays
Herod, and Santa Barbara Castle comes
to life as the king’'s majestic fortress. Its
imposing walls and historic corners are
transformed into the perfect setting to
reflect the power and intrigues of the
monarch.

El Cautivo (2025) directed by Alejandro
Amenabar, a film that explores a
crucial episode in the life of Miguel
de Cervantes. Set in 1575, the story
follows the young Cervantes after he
is captured by Algerian corsairs and
spends five years as a prisoner in
Algiers, awaiting ransom.

Santa Barbara Castle became Algiers for
this production, transforming the Santa
Ana Bastion into a bustling marketplace,
the Renaissance cistern into an eerie
torture chamber, and the Patio de Armas
and the Blacksmith's Gate into one of
the majestic entrances to the walled city.

SANTA BARBARA CASTLE
CINEMA ROUTE




